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Joint  EUMEDGRID-Support  WP2-3-4 VideoConference  (n.5)

February 15, 2011 - 11:00 AM CET
Minutes and Actions 
Participants:

-Riccardo Bruno / COMETA   (Italy, Catania)          WP3
-Noel De Gabriele,Angelo Zammit,Charles Mifsud/UoM(Malta) WP3, WP4                                            
-Nabil Talhaoui, Bouchra Rahim, Abderrahman  El Kharrim /CNRST
                                      ( Morocco, Rabat)   WP3, WP4              
-Sara Garavelli,Fotis Karayannis/Trust-IT
 (Pisa, Italy – Athens, Greece)        WP2
-Federico Ruggieri, Antonio Budano,Federico Bitelli/INFN RM3     (Rome,Italy)  WP1, WP3, WP4
-Mario Reale, Fulvio Galeazzi / GARR (Rome, Italy) WP3, WP4

-Antonis Tzirkallis, Marina Andreou / CYNET (Cyprus)   WP3, WP4                                                 -Niobe Haitas HEALTHGRID / French JRU(France) WP2
-Burcu Ortakaya TUBITAK ULAKBIM   WP2 WP3 WP4
- (?) Student from Moroccan University
Apologies: CERIST, HIAST, ERI 
         (National Holiday )
Absent: EUN, CCK, JUNET, IUGAZA
Agenda:
1. News/Update  from WP2
2. News from WP4 and overall status of the infrastructure
3. Review of previous Videoconference’s Actions
4.  Site Reports
      4.1 HIAST SYRIA
      4.2 CYNET CYPRUS
      4.3 JUNET JORDAN
      4.4 EUN EGYPT
      4.5 ERI EGYPT
      4.6 CERIST ALGERIA
      4.7 CCK TUNISA
      4.8 CNRST MAGRID MOROCCO
      4.9 UoM  MALTA
      4.10 TUBITAK ULAKBIM TURKEY
      4.11 GARR / COMETA / INFN  ITALY
      4.12 ANKABUT UAE
       4.13 IUGAZA GAZA PALESTINE
5. Progress in the creation of new Certification Authorities
6. GSTAT and WMSMON
7. Deliverables
8. Next steps for WP4
9. News from WP3
10. Status of deployed applications
11. Summary on MPI deployment status and issues
12. User Forum and EPIKH/EUMED School in Morocco
13 Next steps for WP3
14. A.o.B
WP2
1) News and update from WP2
Sara reports about 3 main points:
1.1) Deliverable D2.4a
The final version of D2.4a (Statistical database analysis of new communities) has been reviewed and sent to Federico

1.2) Grid User Survey 
Niobe gave an update on the status of the survey. At the moment we have more than one hundred respondents.
A bit more into detail:
We had 185 Answers total but 61 were not completely filled out.
Therefore, the overall response has been quite good. In particular we have the following distribution for the # answers for country:

24 Morocco

24 South Africa

13 Egypt

 7 Algeria

 5 Senegal

 4 Lebanon

 4 Tunisia

 3 Jordan

 2 Cyprus

 1 Turkey 

 2 Italy        
- Mostly males ( 46 % male, 20 % woman,  34 % did not specify  gender).  

- 67 % have provided their contact email address.
- Computer Science scored high among the domains. 
- 31 % are involved in international grid related collaboration

- 24 % participated in grid-related training

>>>> Action 5.1: Sara to send out the last reminder to the contact database - Tue 15 February 2011
>>>> Action 5.2: Sara to forward the first stats sent out by Niobe to wp2-wp3-wp4 lists – done
1.3) Review  Preparation
Review preparation & press releases: Sara & Fotis contacted individually all the med partners to collect information on media channels, dissemination activities and a quote on the results of the project. (A template has been sent to them to make this work easier). Currently only Yousef from Junet & Burcu from Tubitak provided answers.
>>>> Action 5.3: All med partners to send their contribution by the end of the week to Sara & Fotis.
>>>> Action 5.4: (All) Please send a reminder about the survey and spread information about it. 
After the survey we should prepare a doc/presentation for the review. To be shown at the review.
Question from Burcu about whether there will other joint meetings in Brussels to the EU Review.
Federico: No other meetings: it was difficult to find a room in Brussels. The EU commission could not give us a room. We will reschedule it after the review – the agenda of the next PMB will be focused

WP4 

2) News from WP4 and overall status of the infrastructure
Mario reports: We currently have 33 sites in the Top BDII config file, 30 matching computing elements, 26 CEs in GSTAT (JUNET, DZ-03 and ERI currently not in GSTAT), 28 available storage elements.
Egypt has currently 4 sites in GSTAT. Fulvio has just by email sent a global report on the outcome of the specific tests of the e-Infrastructure. (Excel file).
Big news is that now the XGUS User Support system is fully operational.

3) Review of previous VC’s identified actions:

Action n.  / status

4.1  Done
4.2  Done
4.3  Done
4.4  Done 
4.5  Pending still – on going – should be finalized after the review. We will have some proper feedback. 
Sara clarifies: we are updating some aspects. I want to add a page dedicated to training. Adding 1-2 pages linking the training area.

That is more or less all. For the web usability will be done after the review.

4.6 Done – pending for partners
4.7  Done
4.8  Pending still – in progress. With Antonio. I see the controllers. I will try again. In progress. SE in progress. 
4.9  Done
4.10 Done
4.11 In progress
4.12 Done
4.13 Pending – not finished.
4.14 Done
4.15 Pending 
4.16 TUBITAK: already reconfigured WMSmon. Pending for GARR and COMETA. (may be in the next months we will close the small sites and create new ones for EUMED)
4.17 Pending 
4.18 Done
4.19 Done
4) Site Reports

4.1) HIAST   SYRIA

None – Performing OK, the MPI 
4.2)  CYNET CYPRUS 

Antonis reports: I worked with Fulvio recently,
Fulvio is following up closely. The CE is working fine.

Fulvio: however jobs are being queued but not executed

>>>> Action 5.5 (GARR, CYNET): Fix the issue of the pending jobs at the Cyprus CE. 
About the Storage Elements,  Antonio has sent information, I can check, but there are slightly differences in the version of the storage,  I will send screenshots to Antonio. I have a problem to connect there unfortunately before getting the screenshots.
>>>> Action 5.6 (ROMA Tre, CYNET): Fix the issue of the Storage Element in Cyprus not yet fully operational.
4.3) JUNET JORDAN 
None there. There is an issue with GSTAT: JUNET does not show up there.

>>>> Action 5.7 (ROMA Tre, CYNET): Fix the issue of the Storage Element in Cyprus not yet fully operational.
4.4)  EUN EGYPT : no report (no one there from EUN)
Fulvio reports about the outcome of his tests on EUN and Egypt in general:

Most the sites reappeared

01 and 02 have problems.

04 is almost OK.

Site 03 has a BLParser service dead issue. Probably they forgot to re run the config blparser function.

ICTP disappeared from GSTAT

>>>> Action 5.8 (GARR, EUN, ERI ): contact the Egyptian sites and resume their operation jointly with them. 
4.5)  ERI EGYPT :  no report (no one there from ERI)
As already mentioned, Fulvio states: ERI disappeared from GSTAT.

Site 02 has submission disabled.

03 BLParser not alive

04 queued , but not surely executed

4.6)  CERIST  ALGERIA : no report (no one there from CERIST)
Fulvio reports about the Algerian sites tests outcome: 
DZ-01 still need to take a look at MPI config – Ouafa is looking into this.
DZ-02 not in GSTAT

03 also coming and going: network connectivity is poor for that site.  Should be upgraded

>>>> Action 5.9 ( GARR, RomaTre, CERIST): Solve the issue with MPI at DZ-01, solve the GSTAT issue with DZ-02
4.7) CCK  TUNISIA: no report  
Fulvio:  Situation same as last week

SE slightly misconfigured : an extra character somewhere in the config; and the lcg-cp operation fails.

Also, the BLParser is not active . CE config is not complete. 

>>>> Action 5.10 ( GARR, RomaTre, CCK): Solve the issue with the CCK SE misconfiguration, resume the BLParser, complete CE config.
4.8)  CNRST  MOROCCO
Nabil reports:

We installed MPI in the second site.

Tests are OK. But we need to verify more. We will send test output to Fulvio. If it’s OK we can use this technique for the main site as well.

The BDII site in the MA-02 site has a problem.

We verified and tested OK the basic checks…. May be DNS problem…

We tried to reach the potential users for the schools.

I have sent an email to mailing list to add 1 colleague to the mailing lists. He will be
In charge for the community. He just joined CNRST. 

Fulvio:  NTPD site 02 on site BDII there is an issue.
May be the time zone is wrong.

On site 01 the MPI config was done by hand and not by YAIM.

SGM account issue on both sites: the BATCH system is not authorizing SGM user on both queues.
Please take a look at the report. Take a look at page 2 of the report

>>>> Action 5.11 ( CNRST ): Nabil to sent the outcome of the MPI tests to Fulvio. 
>>>> Action 5.12 ( GARR, RomaTre, CNRST ): Fix the issue with the site BDII at MA-02

>>>> Action 5.13 ( GARR, RomaTre, CNRST ): Fix the issue with SGM user account on both the MA-01 and MA-02 sites.

>>>> Action 5.14 ( GARR, RomaTre, CNRST ): Fix the issue with NTPD and time sync.
4.9)  UoM MALTA
Angelo reports: 

We are managing to submit jobs locally, but still there is an issue remotely. We need the GARR UI to perform some tests.


Fulvio: yes , we will give you immediately access.

lcg-copy is now OK: but jobs are hanging for ever when submitted from remote.

Noel: We  will purchase new machines after this is fixe is done.
>>>> Action 5.15 ( GARR ): Give the UoM guys access to the GARR UI.

>>>> Action 5.16 ( GARR,UoM, RomaTre ): Solve the problem of hanging jobs while submitted from remote.
4.10) TUBITAK ULAKBIM TURKEY
Burcu reports:

As I mentioned before, the small sites will be closed soon. There is not time to deal with technical issues. We will open new sites.
Site 4-5-7-9  will probably be closed. New sites will direct provide support to EUMED VO.

4.11) GARR / COMETA / INFN  ITALY
Fulvio: there is an Issue with SGM jobs in COMETA.
Riccardo will take a look at the issue

Moreover, COMETA INFN CT and COMETA INFN LNS: Both sites are not publishing MPI START.

Action on Riccardo and Fulvio.

Please take a look at the report sent by Fulvio.

>>>> Action 5.17 ( GARR, COMETA): Solve the problem of MPI START not published by InfoSys.

>>>> Action 5.18 ( GARR, COMETA): Fix the problem with the SGM account in COMETA-INFN-LNS and COMETA-INFN-CT
4.12) ANKABUT UAE : no report
None there.
4.13) IUGAZA  GAZA PALESTINE : no report
5) Progress around the creation of New Certification Authorities
Burcu reports about the last EUGridPMA meeting: my colleague Onur has provided an EUMEDGRID-Support project  presentation in Utrecht.
Also our colleagues from Syria presented their CA there, as well as Algeria (Aouaouche Dz-Science CA)

After these presentations. HIAST CA has been accepted. Some small comments about their documents. Then HIAST will be accredited.

Germany objected for political issues, but al lot other members accepted Syrian accreditation.

New reviewers have been appointed for Algeria.

After the next EWUGridPMA mweeting also DZ-CA will be  approved.
For JUNET I have reviewed Anwar’s documentation, it was OK.

If they solved their OpenCA problems, they are ready to start their accreditation  process.

During the EUGridPMA we have already provided a recommendation for the meeting ( in 2 meetings from now): It will be in Morocco.

The reason is to raise attention , to have Arabic countries attending. They accepted. So it will be probably in September.

This is very good news.

The next country starting the process are Egypt and Tunisia. Both facing internal political problems right now. I am not to sure EG and TN will be able to attend. We have to try to have people attending.
Dina and TN should be able to attend. 
Nabil, do you have any news about it – about possible issue related to the meeting in Morocco, given the current critical political situation ?

Nabil: We decided to organize this meeting in October in Marrakesh.

The meeting has been confirmed. We should try to have confirmation from Egypt and Tunisia.

Federico: I have sent to Dina some request for Information to know if anyone could join us for the review.

At the review we will have further information from EUN.

CCK is not sure. Federico, Mohamed was not answering. Probably will be oK

Federico will check with CCK and the EUGridPMA meeting in Morocco. Verify their participation to it.
>>>> Action 5.19 ( INFN RomaTre ): Contact CCK and verify they will attend the meeting in Morocco.
Burcu: in Brussels we should try to identify a new country, apart from Egypt and Tunisia. A next country to work upon about CA.
6) GSTAT and RTM 

Mario: GSTAT has currently issues at JUNET, DZ-03 and ERI. This will be checked. 
7) X-GUS L1/L2 support
Mario: We had a very fruitful meeting with Sabine Reisser / KIT in Rome on Feb 11; the SAGrid guys also attended.
We currently have the system working. There is a very minor issue related to the mailing lists, but it will be solved today..

The reference mailing list is called first-level-support@eumedgrid.eu.

We will organize next week a short VConf to introduce the system to all partners
>>>> Action 5.20  (GARR, COMETA, INFN) : Have XGUS fully configured and operational, organize and announce the XGUS VConf.
8) WP4 Documents and Deliverables update

Mario reports: The progress report will be sent today. 
9) Next Steps for WP4

The main major step is XGUS: everyone should start using it.

An introductive VConf will be organized next week.

Also, the next WP2/3/4 joint VConf will be the last one before the review: let’s keep up the good work, keep the good pace, and have the infrastructure fully operational for the review.

WP3

10) News from WP3

Riccardo reports:

The Group of people coming for EPIKH from CERIST, Algeria, have left Catania now.
Last week. Site Admins and App porting. 
A Very interesting application using MATLAB has been presented by them: using a kind of compiler compiling MATLAB code to C, and adding MPI jobs to this.

The material and experience will be published on the application portal of our project. Of course all partners, please advertise the application portal at your institute.

We are currently very involved with the review, reporting data, statistics. We started organizing now the user forum.
EUMEDGRID-support will organize a User Forum in Lyon. In September, aiming at showing the scientific results for applications running on our infrastructure.

We have a large amount of applications.

We need real scientific applications to be demonstrated at the UF.

For this reason, we are starring organizing the EPIKH event in Morocco. I have sent an email to Nabil about it.

We want to show the main applications, we would like to support applications, be showed at the UF and allow students to run their application. We need more time, more effort to identify users. 

I need support by Nabil to identify users.

Nabil : we started identifying potential users. We have sent some emails. We are waiting for the answers. We need the name of the persons who have answered the survay.

>>>> Action 5.21  (Trust-IT, Healthgrid) : Provide Nabil with the names and contacts of the people who answered the questionnaire form Morocco.

11) Applications and Tools deployment / SGM role 

Riccardo reports: 

I have sent a wiki page link about the deployed application. 

Instructions on how to install these applications.

I checked the status: I am only noticing new s/w tags in France and in Egypt .
GCC libs is an external package required for GCC 4.4. which has full support for OpenMP.

Do you know the wiki link page ?

I need to provide JDLs to do this installation. 
>>>> Action 5.22 (Fulvio): give the instructions for these Jobs installing applications to Riccardo. 
All, please take a look at the wiki pages with instructions on installation of applications.
Riccardo keeps reporting on how we are supposed to install application:

Some application are installed using SGM. One essentially submits a job after having obtained a special Grid proxy, asking for the SGM role

      voms-proxy-init --voms eumed:/eumed/Role=SoftwareManager

If you find problems let me know. 
Riccardo: almost all sites are not publishing any s/w tag.

ATSRA GATE AND SCILAB: this job was done by Giuseppe La Rocca .

Nobody installed anything so far. We need to progress on this.
12) Tests on MPI jobs:   

MPI must be supported by all sites.

I periodically run MPI test jobs and produce an Excel file showing the results. I do these tests manually. I takes almost one full day. Please do the tests on your own.

ACTION for every one: PLEASE SEND MPI JOBS to your sites.

Please do the tests on your own.

>>>> Action 5.23 (All Site admins): send test MPI jobs to your site and report about the outcome. 
13) EPIKH/EUMEDGRID-Support  SCHOOLS

The Next EPIKH School will be in Morocco in May-June.
Dates:
Site Admins:  30 may to June 3

Application Porting:  June 4  to June 15
Final EPIKH WorkShop  on June 15
14) EUMEDGRID-Support User Forum in September 2011
We want to organize the EUMEDGRID-support user forum: it will be the most important event for EUMEDGRID-Support. It is important to show what real scientific productions are coming from our e-Infrastructure. 
Riccardo: The USER FORUM will be joint to the EGI Technical Forum, 19 to 23 of September, Lyon, France.

I will send an email about. It will be probably on the 22nd of September.
I asked Sara to advertise this event on the EUMED web page.

>>>> Action 5.24 (Trust-IT): please  advertise this event on the project web and wherever possible. 
We would like to use the easy-chair system, we need people t subscribe online. 
15) Next steps for WP3

Let’s continue to install generic applications, have a look at the wiki page to install properly the s/w. 
(http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/Main/WP3ApplicationsSupport#GENERIC_SOFTWARE ) 
I will continue with the organization of this deployment. 
And test new application and periodically update the wiki once things have been tested and verified.
We are bounded to the infrastructure issues. We overcame the 1 year lifetime. Let’s move on with this. 
Sites are fine now. We should really move higher up in the stack and get all application fully working.
16) A.o.B.
Antonis : we are about to make the next EUMEDCONNECT meeting in Cyprus. Federico: yes, I will discuss with David.  
Next Joint WP2-WP3-WP4 VideoConference:  March, 1-  2011  at  11:00 AM  CET
