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Joint  EUMEDGRID-Support  WP2-3-4 VideoConference  (n.4)

February 1, 2011 - 11:00 AM CET
Minutes and Actions 
Participants:

-Ghaith  Takla / HIAST     (Syria, Damascus)         WP3, WP4
-Riccardo Bruno / COMETA   (Italy, Catania)          WP3
-Ouafa Bentelab / CERIST   (from Catania)            WP3, WP4
-Noel De Gabriele,Angelo Zammit,Charles Mifsud/UoM(Malta) WP3, WP4
-Anwar Al-Yousef / JUNET  (Jordan, Amman) WP3, WP4                                             
-Nabil Talhaoui,Bouchra Rahim/CNRST( Morocco, Rabat)   WP3, WP4              
-Sara Garavelli,Fotis Karayannis/Trust-IT
 (Pisa, Italy – Athens, Greece)        WP2
-Antonio Budano,Federico Bitelli/INFN RM3 (Rome,Italy) WP3,WP4
-Mario Reale, Fulvio Galeazzi / GARR (Rome, Italy) WP3, WP4

-Antonis Tzirkallis CYNET (Cyprus)                 WP3, WP4                                                 -Samuel Keuchkerian, Niobe Haitas HEALTHGRID/French JRU(France)WP2
Apologized:  TUBITAK (Burcu Ortakaya, sent email report)   
             EUN (Dina Barakat, Hussein Lotfy) 

Absent:  CCK Tunisia, ERI (Egypt) 
Agenda:
1. News and update from WP2
2. News from WP4  
3. Infrastructure overall status
4. Site Reports

      4.1  HIAST SYRIA
      4.2 CYNET CYPRUS
      4.3 JUNET JORDAN
      4.4 EUN EGYPT
      4.5 ERI EGYPT
      4.6 CERIST ALGERIA
      4.7 CCK TUNISA
      4.8 CNRST MAGRID MOROCCO
      4.9 UoM  MALTA
      4.10 TUBITAK ULAKBIM TURKEY
      4.11 GARR / COMETA / INFN  ITALY
      4.12 ANKABUT UAE
       4.13 IUGAZA  GAZA PALESTINE
5. Progress in the creation of new Certification Authorities
6. GSTAT and RTM status
7. XGUS and User Support issues
8. Pending documents/ information from partners
9. Next steps for WP4
10. News from WP3
11. Status of deployed applications / SGM User Role
12. Summary on MPI deployment status and issues
13. Schools / EPIKH
14. User Forum Sept 2011
15  Next steps for WP3
16. A.o.B
WP2

1) News and update from WP2
Sara reports : Today’s report will be about: 1.1) Update on WP2 deliverable status; 

1.2) Survay on e-Infrastructures; 1.3) Preparation for the review

1.1)  WP2 Deliverables: 

Deliverable D2.4a “Statistical Database analysis of new communities" it is still due: Healthgrid circulated the first version on 28th of January 2011. Healthgrid considers this version as the final one and cannot work on it anymore. Trust-IT will review internally the document by February  3, and will circulate the document to the assigned reviewers: Hilary Hanahoe, Riccardo Bruno and Dina Barakat .  
                                           >>>> Action 4.1: (Trust-IT): Review D2.4a and send it to reviewers. 
1.2) Grid User survey:

 HealthGrid posted an email message related to the EUMEDGRID-Support  User Survey available in English and French. The aim of the survey is to analyze users' experience with Grids. At the moment the survey has been circulated to the EUMEDGRID-Support partners. It needs to be promoted and disseminated as much as possible: 
    * Trust-IT will promote the survey on the EUMEDGRID-Support  website and social networks and via a mass mailer to the EUMEDGRID-Support  contact database (4 February 2011)

                               >>>> Action 4.2: (Trust-IT): Send emails on the survey using the contact DB

    * Healthgrid suggested that the EUMEDGRID-Support coordinator exploits its contacts and relationships with other projects to circulate this message also to extra-European countries (i.e. Africa, Asia) contacts. Federico should circulate the message by the 4 February 2011

                                             >>>> Action 4.3: (Federico): Promote  the Survey to partner projects. 
1.3) Project Review preparation: 
Review preparation: Main activities for the review preparation are:

   -  presentation (slides)  preparation,

   -  website revision and update,

   - press release to be delivered before the review.

    * Trust-IT started putting together the review slides: the feeling is that all the activities performed in year one took to EUMEDGRID-Support high visibility in Europe (in particular through the EGI TF and ICT2010) but less visibility in each Mediterranean country. In order to prepare the review at the best Trust-IT will contact individually all the partners to have further clarifications on performed activities in year one and potential new dissemination activities to plan in year 2 to show the set up of  a contingency plan to the EC.

>>>> Action 4.4: (Trust-IT): Contact the Med partners individually to clarify performed activities and identify new dissemination options
    * Website: Trust-IT is updating and critically reviewing the website for the review preparation. In the last month the number of registered members increased of the 15%

                                        >>>> Action 4.5(Trust-IT)  Finalize critical review of the project web site.
    * Press Release on the project achievements of the first year: As per Communication and Dissemination plan a press release will be prepared before the review to promote all the results coming from the first year of EUMEDGRID activities. Trust -IT will individually contact all the partners to collect some quotes on the first year results of EUMEDGRID-Support.
>>>> Action 4.6: (Trust-IT, All): Send a quote to WP2 about the first year results of the project.

WP4 

2) News from WP4
Mario reports: as you know, the project’s review is in 5 weeks from now: we have to have of course the infrastructure in good  shape for the review. The review will be on March 9, 2011 in Brussels. The agenda has been circulated by Federico. 
Other news for WP4, as circulated by Fulvio: those deploying a WMS server, please update  the package  ig-vomscerts-all  (providing the public keys of the VOMS servers ), since the PEM file of the VOMS in Padova, has changed  (as well as others). 
Final remark for WP4: as you know, there are some issue currently in Egypt, at some stage internet providers have been closed, this might be the reason why Egyptian sites are not currently visible. We hope the situation in Egypt will recover quickly. 

3) Infrastructure Overall Status 

We had yesterday 32 matching computing elements, 22 Storage Elements, as far as resource amount as visibility is concerned, the infrastructure is in good shape.  CYNET and the Egyptian sites are not visible in GSTAT. Egypt is often offline these days, due to issues with the internet providers. 

4) Site Reports

4.1) HIAST   SYRIA

Ghaith reports:  Site reports from Fulvio are OK: site is working fine overall. However, there is an issue with the SGM account: we  need to change the ownership of the Software directory, related to Software General Manager.  

>>>> Action 4.7 ( HIAST,GARR):  Solve the SGM account issue at HIAST
4.2)  CYNET CYPRUS 

Antonis reports:  I noticed there is no GSTAT  monitoring on our server. The DPM SE is not ready yet. Overall, 11 WNs are OK, 1 has a problem. Site BDII and CE are OK.

Fulvio: From GARR we can’t reach Cyprus Site-BDII. There is an issue with that.

Antonis asks : we need to install new server certificates. What is the normal procedure ?
Mario: Just put the new ones under /etc/grid-security and the re-configure through YAIM.

Antonis asks:  how can I connect my local disk server to the DPM SE ?

Mario: You can just mount in the DPM area used as mount point for the pool, the NFS exported 
Antonio/Federico/Fulvio will discuss with Antonis how to mount the Disk Server in Cyprus to the DPM SE.

 >>>>Action 4.8 (ROMA3, GARR. CYNET): Mount the Storage Server to the DPM SE in Cyprus
4.3) JUNET JORDAN 
Anwar reports: I got an email from Fulvio.  Fulvio reported yesterday that SE was down, but now it’s again OK.  All servers are up and running.

In Jordan I created a new web site for the Grid in Jordan:  we added a form for registrations for users and researchers and scientists. We hope to get information about research and benefit of JUNET and the Grid in Jordan in general.
I tried to run SGM jobs but I got failures.

Mario: We need to give you SGM privileges first. We will do it immediately.
>>>>Action 4.9 (GARR): give Anwar SGM role in EUMED VOMS server.
4.4)  EUN EGYPT : no report 
4.5)  ERI EGYPT :  no report
4.6)  CERIST  ALGERIA
Ouafa, from Catania, reports: About DZ-01:  it works. Both for normal jobs and MPI. We had a single, specific problem of job submission and we need to investigate.

Fulvio: no CPU are shown for DZ01 in GSTAT.

Ouafa: there are bandwidth problems – The connection is saturated – it is a problems at that site.

About the SE faults , there is probably is a firewall problem.

Fulvio: I had an email exchange with Kheira, you can get an account on the GARR UI to test..

Please keep in mind that all ports  from 23000 and 25000 should be opened in the firewall.

>>>> Action 4.10 (ROMA3,GARR,CERIST): Solve the problem with the CERIST Storage Element 
4.7) CCK  TUNISIA: no report
4.8)  CNRST  MOROCCO
Nabil reports:  Problems with Storage Element are now solved. We however currently have a configuration problem with the time NTP server. About MPI, MPI is not working well in our infrastructure. Next week we will work on it. 
We also have some news for WP2: we decide to host the EPIKH/EUMEDGRID-support school for Grid site administrators and Application Porting. We will provide all our support to the School.

4.9)  UoM MALTA
Angelo reports: Everything is working fine but one issue reported by Fulvio about file transfers from the WNs.
We are corresponding with Fulvio. There seem to be firewall issues.

We will troubleshoot them. Related to file transfers when files are transferred to and from  the GARR servers. We are Tracking this with Fulvio. 

>>>> Action 4.11 (UoM,GARR): Follow the file transfer failure/ firewall issue GARR-UoM
4.10) TUBITAK ULAKBIM TURKEY
Email report sent by Burcu:


TR-04-ERCIYES: about the sgm account problem: 
The s/w area for eumed application has been prepared. 

TR-05-BOUN: about the permission error on data transfer: 
DPM storage has been configured properly and tested. That works fine.

4.11) GARR / COMETA / INFN  ITALY
Federico B. reports: at INFN ROMA Tre we’re checking about the failure of MPI jobs reported by Riccardo. Our tests show different results: things seem to work for MPI. We need to understand better.

>>>> Action 4.12 (INFN RM3,COMETA): Check MPI jobs at ROMA Tre and understand inconsistent results of tests.
4.12) ANKABUT UAE : no report
4.13) IUGAZA  GAZA PALESTINE : no report
5) Progress around the creation of New Certification Authorities
Email report sent  by Burcu: 

- Onur Temizsoylu from TUBITAK ULAKBIM participated in EUGridPMA 21st. meeting in Utrecht.
- Onur presented EUMEDGrid-Support presentation in Utrecht.
- HIAST presented Syrian CA.
- HIAST CA accreditation will be approved after some small modifications.   
- Aouaouche presented DZ e-Science and openCA was discussed.
- Redouane (Morocco) provided presentation for the possible meeting organization in Morocco.
- EUGridPMA accepted to replace Slovenia meeting with Morocco in 2011.
6) GSTAT and RTM 

Mario: in GSTAT, There are currently issues with Cyprus and Egypt.
About Cyprus, we already mentioned it, it will be checked, likely to be related to site BDII issues.
For Egypt, we know there are issues with Internet in the country at the moment.
GSTAT: Fulvio asks Riccardo to ask the COMETA site administrators to publish the Site-other-grid=EUMED,

like just done by INFN-CT, which  just showed up in GSTAT.
>>>> Action 4.13 (INFN-CT,COMETA): Publish Site-other-grid=”EUMED” correctly in the Site BDII of the COMETA sites (and action on Riccardo to report the issue to them) 

7) X-GUS L1/L2 support
Mario: We had quite an improvement in this: we reported issues to Sabine Reisser / GGUS Team/KIT Karlsruhe, problems have been debugged and solved. As you know, this is very urgent both for the project as such, and in view of the forthcoming review. 
We will meet Sabine in Rome (Fulvio, Mario, Riccardo, Antonio, FedericoB) on February 11 and have a joint session with her to have XGUS fully configured and operational. It will be announced to the project. 
Our instance of XGUS will reachable at https://xgus.ggus.eu/eumedgrid/ . 
>>>> Action 4.14 (GARR, COMETA, INFN) : Have XGUS fully configured and operational, and announce it to the whole project. 

8) WP4 Documents and Deliverables update

Mario reports: we’re currently finalizing the First Year Progress Report. Mario and Federico will send it to the EU Commission by the end of this week, we’re adding administrative information, info from Tunisia (CCK) is missing still.

About the new version of the Booklet on e-Infrastructures in the Mediterranean, we have an issue there. At the moment we need to organize the editorial team; there is a draft ToC and a skeleton for the moment, but we need to ask the contributors to actually write and commit their part. Among contributors there will be the MIRA project (we just signed a MoU with them), EUMEDCONNECT2 and others… We have however to speed up this process and the activities around the new booklet.
9) Next Steps for WP4

The most relevant next steps are: getting XGUS working and fully operational (having included all support personnel in the system); Finalising and sending to the EU the First year Report ( mostly WP1 with WP4 support currently); Fix the currently identified issues with the  infrastructures; set up a team and act on the writing of the new version of the EUMED booklet; preparing the review. 

WP3

10) News from WP3

Riccardo reports:  For the applications we are following/we proposed,  we did not get much feedback. We decided – as a project -  to install generic applications and tools, in order to try a proactive approach to attract new users to the usage of our infrastructure.  
11) Applications and Tools deployment / SGM role 

Riccardo: We need therefore  to install the generic applications and tools on the worker nodes,  and publish the corresponding tags in the Information System (BDII). 
At his purpose I have sent via email a link to  the Wiki page.

(http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/Main/WP3ApplicationsSupport#GENERIC_SOFTWARE )
We have there a section on the role SGE. I explain there  the principles around SGM: how to install the s/w on the infrastructures.  You need privileges to be SGM:  Send and email to w3 list or Mario, Fulvio, Riccardo to ask for them. It has to be set on the VOMS for EUMED.
The idea is to have one person from each site to follow the instructions to install the s/w : every site admin will do it.  Let us please know if you encounter problems about it.
Tools and application include GATE,  SCILAB, 
Intel compilers/ ROOT -  Any of you as site admin can try to install your own software and propose tools if useful. 
We need to discuss with the French sites, who provided their sites on a best effort basis.

We need a plan for the French sites. You might find that s/w is already installed.
I would like from each site to suggest a software which could be useful. Let Riccardo know if you have suggestions.
We need a bit of effort to deploy everything that is needed. I need quite some time for the installation.

The idea is Riccardo acts as a pilot installers.  Site Admins will be asked to install s/w. You need to be root in some cases.

Site Admins will therefore have to install the software.

We need to identify at least one SGM for site.
>>>> Action 4.15 (all): Identify the SGM for you site and ask WP3 to get him/her registered in VOMS as SGM.

We again encourage people to advertise the availability of these tools on the local infrastructure.

Please keep in mind that we need people to use our infrastructure.

Also for the review, it is very important to refurbish our user community.

Riccardo reports further about WMSmon and accounting, also in view of the Review: 
We decided to install the WMSmon, currently publishing via WMSmon in Catania.
I am not 100 % happy with this solution, I think after the review it will be the right  time to get new tools for this. 
I gave instructions to people about WMSmon (email to WP3 on Dec 21, 2010), pointing people to a reference page for this tool at https://twiki.cnaf.infn.it/twiki/bin/view/WMSMonitor/InstallationProcedureV2_1. WMSmon  it’s for accounting.
The web interface is on https://wmsmon.ct.infn.it:8443/wmsmon/details/vo_details.php?view_type=table&vo=eumed
All the jobs are accounted on a web page. There are a few WMS belonging to the WMS instructions. Plus, another issue is that
the VO view does not work with SL5.
It is not immediate, using WMSmon,  to understand the way users use the infrastructure, also, we cannot do structured queries to understand, for example, who is submitting more jobs..
For WP3 I need to understand the usage of each applications.

So this interface is not enough. Until now I did not find a way to see what is the top applications. 

Currently in WMSmon there is only the main WMS in Catania and GARR working, for a while there was Egypt also…. 

There is now only  GARR and CATANIA, EGYPT has problems.

TUBITAK, CERIST and other sites  with WMS should join.

(Actually TUBITAK did it, but then there has been an issue with a password set…)

>>>> Action 4.16 (CERIST, TUBITAK): Follow the instructions for WMSmon and deploy it – in order to have all EUMEDGRID-Support WMS supporting it.
I need to cross check data against the VOMS server and the LB in our infrastructure. I can also  collect data manually.  

We can try to use DGAS at a later stage, after the review.
I am currently however more focused on the installations of applications. 

12) Tests on MPI jobs:   

As I told you lately, the Service Challenge is not enough to test the healthy status of the CE/MPIs.

I am manually executing test scripts on all CEs:  only  4 are OK.

FedericoB : I checked the error reported by Riccardo:  12 scripts worked fine.

I am checking, but I think it’s OK:  Riccardo asks to try to submit from the UI GARR.

I need to ask to ALL SITE ADMINS to run a test with MPI and test.

Please inform Riccardo if the situation is not fine.

>>>> Action 4.17 (all) : All please send MPI jobs to your site and check the behaviour : please inform Riccardo if you encounter problems.

Try to follow the EUMED wiki  instruction 

Riccardo will post an email to WP3 list – sending the link to the MPI pages (http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/InfrastructureStatus/EumedSiteInstallationMPI )
>>>> Action 4.18 (Riccardo): send explaining email to the WP3 list about MPI.

13) EPIKH/EUMEDGRID-Support  SCHOOLS

Riccardo reports: CNRST in Morocco has kindly agreed to host the next school in Rabat.

Dates for Morocco: 30 May to June 3 for Grid  Site Admins;
June 4 to 15 for the Application Porting School, 15th of June is the final EPIKH workshop.

School organization will be done after the review.
We need applications, we need to know which s/w users want. 

It is closely related to the generic application on the infrastructure. Mario asks: Are we targeting specific communities ?
Nabil: now we try to gather information. All applications are welcome. In Our User community I will further ask, if there are our applications, in different domains. We currently have 
3 main communities:   HEP, Chemistry and Medical Physics.

14) EUMEDGRID-Support User Forum in September 2011
Riccardo: The USER FORUM will be joint to the EGI Technical Forum, 19 to 23 of September, Lyon, France.

I will send an email about. It will be probably on the 22nd of September.
15) Next steps for WP3

Riccardo summarizes current on-going actions:
I reshaped a little bit the application portal; I removed the Forum (no one was using it – attacked by hackers); I do keep track of new instructions on the wiki for the applications.
Please all send Riccardo an email and apply for the SGM software manager, contact Riccardo, Mario or Fulvio or the WP3 list. 
The big effort is to prepare for the review now: presentation, getting applications ready, show real, useful infrastructure usage. 
16) A.o.B.
Fotis asks: has the periodic report been circulated ?  I volunteer to review the document.
Action 4.19 (Mario, Federico ): Send Fotis the Progress Report as soon as possible for him to be able to internally review it.  
Next Joint WP2-WP3-WP4 VideoConference: February 15, 2011  at  11:00 AM  CET
