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Joint  EUMEDGRID-Support  WP2-3-4 VideoConference  (n.10)

May 10, 2011 - 11:00 AM CET

Minutes and Actions

Participants:

· Fotis, Sara Garavelli / Trust-IT (Pisa, Italy)

· Fulvio Galeazzi  / GARR (Rome, Italy)

· Federico Bitelli  / INFN-ROMA3 (Rome, Italy)

· Bouchra  / CNRST (Morocco)

· Amina, Aouaouache, Ouafa,  / CERIST (Algeria)

· Dina Barakat / Hussein Lotfy / EUN (Egypt)

· Noel De Gabriele,Angelo Zammit,Charles Mifsud/UoM (Malta)

· Burcu Ortakaya / TUBITAK (Turkey)

· Antonis Tzirkallis / CYNET (Cyprus)

· Heithem Abbes / CCK (Tunisia)

· Mazen Tohme / HIAST (Syria)

Apologies: Riccardo Bruno / COMETA, Maha / ERI

Absent:  JUNET, IUGAZA

Agenda:

1. Update from WP2 (Sara)

2. WP4: Overall status of the infrastructure (Fulvio)

3. Review of previously identified open actions 9.1 to 9.9 (Fulvio) (http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/Main/OpenActions)

4. Status of NAGIOS (Fulvio)

5. MPI update and tips ( Antonio, FedericoB)

6. Wiki Support pages for Site Admins

7. Site Reports:

  7.1 HIAST SYRIA

  7.2 CYNET CYPRUS

  7.3 JUNET JORDAN

  7.4 EUN EGYPT

  7.5 ERI EGYPT

  7.6 CERIST ALGERIA

  7.7 CCK TUNISA

  7.8 CNRST MAGRID MOROCCO

  7.9 UoM MALTA

  7.10 TUBITAK ULAKBIM TURKEY

  7.11 GARR / COMETA / INFN ITALY

  7.12 ANKABUT UAE

  7.13 IUGAZA GAZA PALESTINE

8. L1-L2 xGUS support and shifts - from May 15 onwards ( Riccardo)

9. Review of open and pending tickets (Riccardo)

10. Wrap-Up on the status of supported applications by sites (Riccardo)

11. SGM deployments coordination (Riccardo)

12. Preparation of School in Morocco and quick overview on the School (Riccardo)

13. Accounting and Dashboard: news (if any) (Riccardo)

14. A.o.B

Update from WP2

The last week has been spent to finalize all the new dissemination material for the climate change conference that will be held in Trieste next week. Sara sent to all the partners the new flier on the first year achievements and on events for the second year and the updated scientific poster with the new numbers of the infrastructure (grid sites, countries, scientific domains). Some activities have been planned for the Trieste conference: An executive summary of the conference will be produced and some video-interviews with some conference participants will be done. 

As the conference has been organized in conjunction with the Eumedgrid project meeting, also some video-interviews will be realized with selected project partners in order to generate new multi-media content for the website as required by reviewers. 
In particular the interview with Salem Alagtash (ASREN - Jordan) who will attend the meeting has been planned. 

Questions for the interviews will be circulated by the end of the week. 
Last week the Sharing Knowledge & Foundation workshop was held in Malta. Fairouz Malek from CNRS gave a presentation on grid infrastructure in the Mediterranean area on behalf of EUMEDGRID-Support.

1. ACTION: (Fairouz Malek, CNRS): send the presentation to Sara 

2. ACTION (Sara): upload the ppt on the website. 

Burcu, TUBITAK, reported the status of the organization of the EUMEDGRID-Support information booth in conjunction with EGI at the The 2011 International Conference on High Performance Computing & Simulation (HPCS2011) Istanbul, Turkey July 4-8, 2011. Burcu is waiting updates from EGI who was in charge to organize the booth. Burcu will report further updates on it during the project meeting in Trieste. 

WP4: Overall status of the infrastructure

Fulvio: Generally speaking, infrastructure status is rather good, sites are generally OK, with some exceptions duly documented in the support system. System administrators please check!

IUGAZA site joining the infrastructure, welcome!

Review of past actions

To be discussed during Site Reports.

Status of NAGIOS 

Nagios server configuration is being finalized by Fulvio together with Emir (the expert):  a few issues still, they are being followed 
Nagios instance is available at  https://nagios.africa-grid.org/nagios/
Nagios server checks service availability by sending periodic jobs to each site. Very useful to calculate uptime metrics at end of project.

Nagios should be complemented with the dashboard, another useful tool providing at-a-glance information about health status of the infrastructure. It will be a web page showing results of Nagios tests, announced downtimes, link to support system. Work being followed by Cometa colleagues: no one from Cometa was present at the VC, to give an update.

MPI Setup (Federico)

Federico shows a few slides, to be attached to some Wiki page, describing batch system setup at Roma3. 

3. ACTION (Federico): upload slides to Wiki

Update as of 13th May: DONE. Slides can be downloaded from http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/InfrastructureStatus/EumedSiteInstallationMPI

They have some nodes with special properties, and wanted to define queues to access those.

PBS default setup did not work properly. User asked N processors and was given M processors. This was fixed upgrading Maui to 3.3.1 and Torque to 2.5.5, also on WorkerNodes (torque-client). The upgrade was performed reconfiguring from tar files.

4. ACTION (Federico, Fulvio): produce RPMs for Torque and Maui

Problem was identified at torque-client installed on CE: fixed by editing SUBMITFILTER (see slides).

As for routing MPI jobs to Infiniband machines, solution was to modify /opt/glite/bin/pbs_submit.sh script to submit to a new queue requesting a special property, and the special nodes were correspondingly configured to offer such special property (see slides).

Another fix was presented, to deal with multiple MPI flavours at site, see slides.

Wiki support pages for Site Admins

Fulvio said he would like to create a wiki page for all system administrators, to share knowledge with respect to:

· protecting sites from hackers' intrusion

· fixing or overcoming or mitigating performance issues with some services

5. ACTION (Fulvio): create web page for site security and performance

Update as of 13th May: DONE. The page has been created and is available at the URL: http://wiki.eumedgrid.eu/twiki/bin/view/InfrastructureStatus/ following the link “Dealing with site security and services performance”.

Site Reports 

HIAST SYRIA

Have to renew all certificates, due to expire ~21 May. Should be ready in a couple of days.

CYNET CYPRUS

Had to move racks to another place, shutdown nodes and storage. When connecting everything back, has problems with SE: errors when trying to contact some web service. Worker Nodes do not connect: decided to remove bonding, need to investigate.

6. ACTION (Fulvio): contact Antonis and try to help

Update as of May 13th: found problem on siteBDII, service bdii was not starting at boot time. Still issues with bonding affecting communication between siteBDII and SE, and between some WNs and CE.

JUNET JORDAN

No one, no report.

EUN EGYPT

Dina/Hussein reporting.

Some problems with WN, next week will be fixed.

7. ACTION (Fulvio): send email for details about disabling yum auto-update and recovering from possible errors introduced by it

ERI EGYPT

No one, no report.

CERIST ALGERIA

Ouafa still having problem with long proxies. Fulvio is in contact with some Italian experts and will give feedback as soon as he receives it:

8. ACTION (Fulvio): provide feedback on problem with renewing long proxies

9. ACTION (Fulvio): investigate with Ouafa siteBDI configuration for site DZ-02

CCK TUNISIA

Heithem waiting validation of CP/CPs from Burcu: Burcu said she already reviewed and sent back email to Heithem. She will send email again.

10. ACTION (Burcu): send email to Heithem with info about CP/CPS documentation

11. ACTION (Heithem): investigate “job submission aborted” problem mentioned in last periodic SGM infrastructure test

CNRST MAGRID MOROCCO

Bouchra: nothing to report. Issue with SE at MA-01, intermitting problem, will keep an eye on it.

UoM MALTA

Integrate ClusterVision in their infrastructure.  Have some issues with integrating batch system.

12. ACTION (Angelo): let WP4 know if still troubles getting new machines configured

TUBITAK TURKEY

TR-10 ready and working OK. Last week installed all available Eumed applications. Fulvio thanks Emrah for providing useful feedback about wiki page for SoftwareManagers.

GARR / COMETA / INFN ITALY

Colleagues from Syria reported issue with GARR WMS, being very slow and sometimes refusing gridftp transfers of Input/Output Sandbox. Fulvio is aware of the problem and trying to fix it. For time being, Fulvio suggests not to point to a specific WMS: if UI is properly configured, all available WMSes should be tried automatically, until a working one is found. This feature provides for better robustness. 

COMETA not present, ROMA3 has nothing to report.

13. ACTION (Fulvio): investigate WMS performance problems

ANKABUT UAE

No one there: no report.

IUGAZA GAZA PALESTINE

Jehad Altayeb is currently setting up the site.

Update as of May 13th: site is fully functional, and shown in Gstat.

A.O.B.

Other agenda items were skipped due to Riccardo's absence.

Federico and Antonio (Roma3) volunteered to act as coordinators of the SoftwareManager group. Nothing much changes with respect to the past: each SoftwareManager is still responsible for installing software at sites, and keeping the shared documents up to date. Federico and Antonio will periodically review and maintain consistency of all pieces of information scattered in a number of places: Google docs, WP3 applications area, Eumed WIKI,...

Software managers, expect to be contacted soon by Federico and Antonio!

Burcu asks about accreditation for Syria. Burcu and Cecchini sent comments, are they ready to finalize the process? Ghaith is responsible for CA, not present at VC today. Burcu expects email from Ghaith with an update.

14. ACTION (Ghaith): send email to Burcu and update about progress with CA

Burcu reviewed ZA CP/CPS documents. Whenever Dina is ready, she will review those documents too.  Burcu reminds we need to act soon, to be ready for meeting in Morocco in September.

15. ACTION (Dina): provide feedback to Burcu

Dina said she hopes to be ready to send material to Burcu at latest by end of this month

Fulvio reminds everybody who is willing to attend the meeting in Trieste (19th May) to register by sending email to Lisa Iannitti (iannitti@ictp.it).

Sara asks about participants' list: not yet available on the website. Sara please contact Lisa directly.

Update as of 13th May: preliminary participants list is available now.

Fotis asks whether a VC will be available.

16. ACTION (Fulvio): ask Federico about possibility to have VC in Trieste

Bouchra about school in Morocco. Installation of virtual machines, confused about IP names and roles of different servers. She will contact Riccardo about this.

Next WP2-3-4 Joint VideoConference: Tuesday May  24th ,2011  at  11:00 AM CET.

